










Bio for Steve Beyerlin 
 
Steve is from a pioneer family his grandfather on his moms side was born in 1886 and homesteaded 
near Langlois. Grandfather Edward Leekley owned 5 mills in Coos and Curry County. One was on Floras 
Lake, another was the old Cedar Mill on Euchre Creek. He had the largest Port Orford Cedar deck ever 
assembled at Arizona Beach. Also at Arizona Beach was the  Arizona Inn that he ran with his family until 
it burned down, Arizona Inn was named one of the top 50 Inns in the United States and hosted a few 
Presidents. Steve’s mom Barbara graduated from Ophir High School and his aunt Wanda Volk was the 
teacher at Langlois school for over 50 years. 
 
On his dad side the Beyerlin’s his great grandfather homesteaded on the McKenzie River near Vida. His 
grandfather fought in WWI and attended seminary school. His dad fought at Iwo Jima in WWII, Steve 
joined the Navy in 1968 as a reservist and never saw action. 
 
In 1970 Steve with wife and son moved to Medford from the Eugene area when Eugene was under 
50,000 in population and Medford was in the 20,000 area. In 1967 while fishing the Upper Rogue he 
watched as ground was cleared for the new state of the art Cole Rivers Fish Hatchery today a crumbling 
relic after 48 years operation.  
 
Steve started his 51 years of Rogue River fisheries conservation with the Rogue Fly-fishers doing in 
stream projects of all sorts culminating with a 25 year effort to remove Savage Rapids Dam. Steve served 
24 years on many boards, committees and stakeholder groups for ODFW. He served on the Oregon Fish 
Screening and Passage Task Force for 13 years, he was selected by the Oregon Guides and Packers to 
lead all their legislative issues in 1992, for nearly 20 years he was prominent around the state capitol 
working hand in hand with Sen. Ken Messerle (one of the best ever) and Sen. Veral Tarno also a great 
leader from Southern Oregon. Steve was the Governor’s choice to fill a vacant Fish & Wildlife 
Commission seat but did not get approved by the State Senate because of his activism to remove Savage 
Rapids Dam. He received numerous awards from ODFW of the years as well.  
 
Steve served as President of the Oregon Guides and Packers and was one of the founders of Curry 
Guides Association that at one time boosted a membership of over 200 and began the first of all the 
Oregon Salmon Fishing derbies that funded the largest fisheries based legislative movement ever in 
Oregon. He served as of Curry Guides Assoc. president for almost 15 years.  
 
After 30 years as a river guide in Oregon he sold his business because of sever lower back pain which 
was later found to be cancer which he defeated. When he sold his guiding business he was able to 
concentrate on his Internet Marketing business and his passion for betterment of fisheries in Oregon.  
 
Steve and his wife Eva of 47 years were involved in defeating an Endangered Species Petition in the early 
1990’s to list Illinois River Steelhead. Steve and Eva’s 300 page argument was the only comment 
received against the listing. Steve is proud to have their document placed in the Library of Congress. At 
the time this document was written there were no home computers or internet searches as we know 
them today, text document research and hand typing (Eva) was how it was done.  In fact Steve’s 
research found that ODFW and NMFS did,t know that the Illinois River was 7 miles longer that they 
thought.  
 
Today Steve is still very active in Rogue River and Southern Oregon fisheries with a large knowledge base 
spanning  51 years of fisheries management. He his currently is working to pull a collision of counties 



and interested fisheries groups together to address mitigation of impacts of William Jess Dam (Lost 
Creek Dam) including the failed Cole Rivers Fish Hatchery on the Rogue River.  
 
Steve has never advocated and never will advocate for removal of Lost Creek Dam but he does seek 
fulfilment of promised mitigation from the USACE. The failed mitigation requirements are crippling 
Rogue River fisheries and ocean harvest of Chinook in Southern Oregon waters.  
 
He was once told by ODFW staff that his passion for building fish stocks mostly Wild Spring Chinook 
would burnout and ODFW would still be there. After 51 years none of ODFW’s Staff is still there but new 
faces appear.  
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